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HIS FINAL STEPS 

 
784 Now the Light Has Gone Away 

 

 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–1879, alt. 
Tune: Liederbuch für Kleinkinder-Schulen, Kaiserswerth, 1842 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Confession of Sins 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you 
    in our thoughts, in our words, in our deeds, 
    and in all that we have not done. 
    Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
    Deliver and restore us, that we may rest in peace. 
  
By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in him we are forgiven. 
Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun, when we shall serve him in 
newness of life. 
Amen. 
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Psalm of the Day Psalm 30 

I will exalt you, LORD,  for you lifted me out of the depths 
 and did not let my enemies gloat over me. 

LORD my God, I called to you for help, 
 and you healed me. 

You, LORD, brought me up from the realm of the dead; 
 you spared me from going down to the pit. 

Sing the praises of the LORD, you his faithful people; 
 praise his holy name. 

For his anger lasts only a moment, 
 but his favor lasts a lifetime; 

weeping may stay for the night, 
 but rejoicing comes in the morning. 

To you, LORD, I called; to the Lord I cried for mercy: 
Hear, LORD, and be merciful to me; LORD, be my help.” 

You turned my wailing into dancing; 
 you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 

that my heart may sing your praises and not be silent. 
 LORD my God, I will praise you forever. 

 
Psalm Prayer 

When I was in the pit of despair, Lord, you lifted me out. Though your anger blazed 
down on me because of my sin, you sent your Son to take the brunt of your anger 
so that I might be spared. Now I rejoice in the splendor of your grace and proclaim 
your saving deeds to those who will yet praise you as their only Savior. Amen. 
 
Passion History Matthew 27:1–26 

Judas Hangs Himself 

 1Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people made 
their plans how to have Jesus executed. 2So they bound him, led him away and 
handed him over to Pilate the governor. 
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 3When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was 
seized with remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and 
the elders. 4“I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.” 
 “What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” 
 5So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and 
hanged himself. 
 6The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this 
into the treasury, since it is blood money.” 7So they decided to use the money to 
buy the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners. 8That is why it has been 
called the Field of Blood to this day. 9Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the 
prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price set on him by 
the people of Israel, 10and they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord 
commanded me.” 

Jesus Before Pilate 

 11Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are 
you the king of the Jews?” 
 “You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
 12When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. 
13Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against 
you?” 14But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great 
amazement of the governor. 
 15Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen 
by the crowd. 16At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was 
Jesus Barabbas. 17So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one 
do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” 18For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had handed Jesus 
over to him. 
 19While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: 
“Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal 
today in a dream because of him.” 
 20But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas 
and to have Jesus executed. 
 21“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. 
 “Barabbas,” they answered. 
 22“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked. 
 They all answered, “Crucify him!” 
 23“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 
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 But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
 24When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was 
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent 
of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!” 
 25All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!” 
 26Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him 
over to be crucified. 
 
420 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 
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5 If my sins give me alarm 
    and my conscience grieve me, 
let your cross my fear disarm, 
    peace of conscience give me. 
Help me see forgiveness won 
    by your holy passion. 
If for me he slays his Son, 
    God must have compassion! 

 
6 Graciously my faith renew; 

    help me bear my crosses, 
learning humbleness from you, 
    peace mid pain and losses. 
May I give you love for love! 
    Hear me, O my Savior, 
that I may in heav’n above 
    sing your praise forever. 

Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Sigmund von Birken, 1626–1681 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon John 12:20–33 

 20Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the 
festival. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. 
“Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” 22Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew 
and Philip in turn told Jesus. 
 23Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very 
truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains 
only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25Anyone who loves their 
life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant 
also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 
 27“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28Father, glorify your 
name!” 
 Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 
29The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an 
angel had spoken to him. 
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 30Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31Now is the time for 
judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32And I, 
when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this 
to show the kind of death he was going to die. 
 
Responsive Prayer 

Gracious Lord, according to your will and promise, 
you sent your Son into our world to atone for sin and restore eternal life. 

You planned his path to the cross, 
and he followed it perfectly. 

He confronted the blindness of unbelief, the confusion of doubt, and the hurt of 
death 
but was not deterred as he proclaimed your kingdom to the least, the last, and 
the lost. 

As we hear and contemplate the holy record of our Savior’s passion and death, 
use the sharp message of the law to empty us of pride and self-reliance. 

Humble us as we view the Savior in his humility, 
remembering and believing that he endured the cross so we might be freed from 
its horror. 

In his suffering show us our healing, 
in his grief show us our joy, 

and in his death show us our life. 
Hear our prayers, Lord, for the sake of Jesus. Amen.  
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us. 
May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the earth will fear him. 
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789 All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711, alt. 
Tune: Charles F. Gounod, 1818–1893, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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