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301 Savior of the Nations, Come 

 

 

 
Text:  tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–1876, alt.; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; Ambrose of Milan, 340–397, abr. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness. 
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Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
  
Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature  and have sinned against you in 
my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have not loved you with my whole heart; I 
have not loved others as I should.  I deserve your punishment both now and 
forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and 
death.  Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Song of Praise 

 
130C By Grace Alone Psalm 130 
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Text: David Ward; Martin Luther 
Tune: David Ward 
Text and tune: © 2002 Hymnicity. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736275 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us 
from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE WORD 
 
First Reading Philippians 4:4–7 

 4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
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7And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Psalm of the Day Psalm 24 

The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, 
 the world, and all who live in it; 

for he founded it on the seas 
 and established it on the waters. 

Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD? 
 Who may stand in his holy place? 

The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,  
They will receive blessing from God their Savior. 

Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, 
 that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 
 The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, 
 that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is he, this King of glory? 
 The LORD Almighty— he is the King of glory. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, 
 as now, and will be forever.  Amen 
 
Second Reading Matthew 21:1–11 

 1As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at 
once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring 
them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he 
will send them right away.” 
 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
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5“Say to Daughter Zion, 
 ‘See, your king comes to you, 
gentle and riding on a donkey, 
 and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ” 

 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7They brought the 
donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8A very 
large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and those 
that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 10When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is 
this?” 
 11The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
Youth Message 

 
548 The King of Glory Comes 
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Text: Willard F. Jabusch, 1930–2018, alt. 
Tune: Israeli, 20th cent. 
Text: © 1966, 1985 Willard F. Jabusch, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736275 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon Isaiah 2:1-5 

 1This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 
 2In the last days 

the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 
 as the highest of the mountains; 
it will be exalted above the hills, 
 and all nations will stream to it. 

 3Many peoples will come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the temple of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, 
 so that we may walk in his paths.” 
The law will go out from Zion, 
 the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He will judge between the nations 
 and will settle disputes for many peoples. 
They will beat their swords into plowshares 
 and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, 
 nor will they train for war anymore. 

5Come, descendants of Jacob, 
 let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

 



8 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
Offering 

 
Prayer of the Church Spoken by pastor 

Gracious Lord, you sent your Son into our world to destroy the power of Satan and 
restore the human race as your children and heirs. Work in us during this Advent 
season so that we may rejoice in the coming of our Savior and to long for his 
coming again. 
Make us eager to receive the King who comes to save us.  
  
Use the preaching of your holy law to rid us of all delusions that we can gain your 
love with our own efforts.   
Move us to realize how hopeless we are because of sin and to feel sorrow for what 
we have done wrong.  
Lead us to be honest about our sinful status in your sight.  
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Lift up our hearts to see the King who comes to save. Reveal to us his willingness 
to take on our human form and stand in our place. Show us the power he extends 
in his Word and sacraments to make us your children and keep us in faith. Thrill us 
with his promise to come and take us to our eternal home to live with you forever. 
Open our eyes to see and believe the wonders of the Savior’s love. 
  
As we live with Christ and trust in him, move us to turn away from sin day after 
day with the strength your Holy Spirit provides. When we fall, forgive us and 
renew us to love and serve you and all people.  
Empower us and guide us to walk with Christ by faith.  
  
Protect us from the distractions that come at this time of the year. Even in gift-
giving and celebrating, keep our hearts focused on Christ and his forgiving love. 
Give us joy at his coming at Christmas, his coming in the gospel, and his coming 
again.    
  
Move us to share with others the most important gift of this season, the truth 
about Jesus. Even in busy times lead us to pray for those whose joy is diminished 
because of sickness, pain, or loss. [Especially bless… special petitions may be 
added…) Give us opportunities to provide help to those in need.  
May others see the love of Christ in our words and actions.  
  
Loving Lord, work in us during this Advent season so that our joy may be genuine 
and may rest in the promises of the King who comes to save. 
Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE SACRAMENT 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us 
the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent 
your Son to redeem us from sin. 
  
We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law 
to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality 
to light through the gospel. 
  
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our 
sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the 
day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor 
and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Words of Institution Spoken by pastor 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Distribution 

 

Distribution Hymns 
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667 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 
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5 Though reason cannot understand, 
    yet faith this truth embraces: 
your body, Lord, is even now 
    at once in many places. 
I leave to you how this can be; 
your Word alone suffices me; 
    I trust its truth unfailing. 

 
6 Lord, I believe what you have said; 

    help me when doubts assail me. 
Remember that I am but dust, 
    and let my faith not fail me. 
Your supper in this vale of tears 
refreshes me and stills my fears 
    and is my priceless treasure. 

 
7 Grant that we worthily receive 

    your supper, Lord, our Savior, 
and, truly grieving for our sins, 
    may prove by our behavior 
that we are thankful for your grace 
and day by day may run our race, 
    in holiness increasing. 

 
8 For your consoling supper, Lord, 

    be praised through out all ages! 
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 
    the world against it rages. 
Grant that this sacrament may be 
a blessèd comfort unto me 
    when living and when dying. 

Text: tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt.; Samuel Kinner, 1603–1668 
Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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309 The Advent of Our King 

 

 
 
5 Before the dawning day 

    let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
the old self all be put away, 
    the new self now put on. 

 
6 All glory to the Son, 

    who comes to set us free, 
with Father, Spirit, ever one 
    through all eternity. 

Text: tr. John Chandler, 1806–1876, alt.; Charles Coffin, 1676–1749 
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–1776 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
  
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
  
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We 
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for 
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one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
315 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord sts. 1, 4, 6 

 

 

 
Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–1659, abr.; (sts. 1, 6): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 2021 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter 
Text (st. 4): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736275 
Text (sts. 1, 6) and tune: Public domain 
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