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609 We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer

Text: Julia B. Cory, 1882–1963, alt.
Tune: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, Haarlem, 1626
Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the
Amen.

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Confession
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
2

Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. We have
offended you and sinned against your holy law. We have done those things that
we should not have done, and we have not done those things that we should
have done. Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.
Declaration of Grace
God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to
be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on
the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have
peace with God now and forever.
Amen.
Song of Praise
523 How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant
that your people, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the
radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and believed to the
ends of the earth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
First Reading

Jeremiah 23:23-29

23“Am

I only a God nearby,”
declares the LORD,
“and not a God far away?
24Who can hide in secret places
so that I cannot see them?”
declares the LORD.
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“Do not I fill heaven and earth?”
declares the LORD.
25“I

have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say,
‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’ 26How long will this continue in the hearts of these
lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own minds? 27They think the
dreams they tell one another will make my people forget my name, just as their
ancestors forgot my name through Baal worship. 28Let the prophet who has a
dream recount the dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For
what has straw to do with grain?” declares the LORD. 29“Is not my word like fire,”
declares the LORD, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?
30“Therefore,” declares the LORD, “I am against the prophets who steal from one
another words supposedly from me. 31Yes,” declares the LORD, “I am against the
prophets who wag their own tongues and yet declare, ‘The LORD declares.’
32Indeed, I am against those who prophesy false dreams,” declares the LORD. “They
tell them and lead my people astray with their reckless lies, yet I did not send or
appoint them. They do not benefit these people in the least,” declares the LORD.
33“When these people, or a prophet or a priest, ask you, ‘What is the message
from the LORD?’ say to them, ‘What message? I will forsake you, declares the LORD.’
34If a prophet or a priest or anyone else claims, ‘This is a message from the LORD,’ I
will punish them and their household. 35This is what each of you keeps saying to
your friends and other Israelites: ‘What is the LORD’s answer?’ or ‘What has the
LORD spoken?’ 36But you must not mention ‘a message from the LORD’ again,
because each one’s word becomes their own message. So you distort the words of
the living God, the LORD Almighty, our God. 37This is what you keep saying to a
prophet: ‘What is the LORD’s answer to you?’ or ‘What has the LORD spoken?’
38Although you claim, ‘This is a message from the LORD,’ this is what the LORD says:
You used the words, ‘This is a message from the LORD,’ even though I told you that
you must not claim, ‘This is a message from the LORD.’ 39Therefore, I will surely
forget you and cast you out of my presence along with the city I gave to you and
your ancestors.
Psalm of the Day

Psalm 4

Answer me when I call to you,my righteous God. Give me relief from my distress;
have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
How long will you people turn my glory into shame? How long will you love
delusions and seek false gods.
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Know that the LORD has set apart his faithful servant for himself; the LORD hears
when I call to him.
Tremble and do not sin; when you are on your beds, search your hearts and be
silent. Offer the sacrifices of the righteous and trust in the LORD.
Many, LORD, are asking, “Who will bring us prosperity?” Let the light of your face
shine on us. Fill my heart with joy when their grain and new wine abound.
In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, LORD, make me dwell in safety.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Second Reading

Luke 12:49–53

49“I

have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!
50But I have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is
completed! 51Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but
division. 52From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other,
three against two and two against three. 53They will be divided, father against son
and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-inlaw.”
Children's Message
870 O Church, Arise
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Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 736275
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Sermon

Hebrews 12:1-13

1Therefore,

since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross,
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider
him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary
and lose heart.
4In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding
your blood. 5And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that
addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says,
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,
and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
6because the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”
7Endure

hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what
children are not disciplined by their father? 8If you are not disciplined—and
everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and
daughters at all. 9Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and
we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of
spirits and live! 10They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God
disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 11No
discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a
harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.
12Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13“Make level paths
for your feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
Offering
Prayer of the Church

Spoken by Pastor

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.
876 Fight the Good Fight

sts. 1–2, 4

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811–1875, alt.
Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, New York, 1821
Text and tune: Public domain
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Prayer
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so
hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
705 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways

sts. 1–2, 4

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, abr., alt.
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870
Text and tune: Public domain
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