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God Loves Me Dearly CW 583 

 

 

 

 
Text: August Rische, 1819–1906 
Tune: German 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
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If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Absolution  

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 

O God, you have prepared joys beyond understanding for those who love you. 
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may 
obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE WORD 
 
First Reading 1 Kings 11:1–10 

 1King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s 
daughter—Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 2They were 
from nations about which the LORD had told the Israelites, “You must not 
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intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their gods.” 
Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. 3He had seven hundred wives of 
royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray. 4As 
Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was 
not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 
5He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molek the detestable 
god of the Ammonites. 6So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the LORD; he did not 
follow the LORD completely, as David his father had done. 
 7On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the 
detestable god of Moab, and for Molek the detestable god of the Ammonites. 8He 
did the same for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and offered sacrifices to 
their gods. 
 9The LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from 
the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. 10Although he had 
forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the LORD’s 
command. 
  
Second Reading Ephesians 5:21–31 

 21Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
 22Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. 23For 
the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of 
which he is the Savior. 24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should 
submit to their husbands in everything. 
 25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 
for her 26to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the 
word, 27and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle 
or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28In this same way, husbands ought 
to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29After 
all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just 
as Christ does the church— 30for we are members of his body. 31“For this reason a 
man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh.” 
  
 

Youth Message 
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How Deep the Father’s Love for Us CW 523 

 
Sermon Genesis 29:14b-35 

 14Then Laban said to him, “You are my own flesh and blood.” 
 After Jacob had stayed with him for a whole month, 15Laban said to him, “Just 
because you are a relative of mine, should you work for me for nothing? Tell me 
what your wages should be.” 
 16Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah, and the name 
of the younger was Rachel. 17Leah had weak eyes, but Rachel had a lovely figure 
and was beautiful. 18Jacob was in love with Rachel and said, “I’ll work for you 
seven years in return for your younger daughter Rachel.” 
 19Laban said, “It’s better that I give her to you than to some other man. Stay 
here with me.” 20So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like 
only a few days to him because of his love for her. 
 21Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife. My time is completed, and I want 
to make love to her.” 
 22So Laban brought together all the people of the place and gave a feast. 23But 
when evening came, he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob, and 
Jacob made love to her. 24And Laban gave his servant Zilpah to his daughter as her 
attendant. 
 25When morning came, there was Leah! So Jacob said to Laban, “What is this 
you have done to me? I served you for Rachel, didn’t I? Why have you deceived 
me?” 
 26Laban replied, “It is not our custom here to give the younger daughter in 
marriage before the older one. 27Finish this daughter’s bridal week; then we will 
give you the younger one also, in return for another seven years of work.” 
 28And Jacob did so. He finished the week with Leah, and then Laban gave him his 
daughter Rachel to be his wife. 29Laban gave his servant Bilhah to his daughter 
Rachel as her attendant. 30Jacob made love to Rachel also, and his love for Rachel 
was greater than his love for Leah. And he worked for Laban another seven years. 
 31When the LORD saw that Leah was not loved, he enabled her to conceive, but 
Rachel remained childless. 32Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She 
named him Reuben, for she said, “It is because the LORD has seen my misery. 
Surely my husband will love me now.” 
 33She conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, “Because the 
LORD heard that I am not loved, he gave me this one too.” So she named him 
Simeon. 
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 34Again she conceived, and when she gave birth to a son she said, “Now at last 
my husband will become attached to me, because I have borne him three sons.” 
So he was named Levi. 
 35She conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, “This time I 
will praise the LORD.” So she named him Judah. Then she stopped having children. 
 
Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
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    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Offering 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE SACRAMENT 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent 
to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him 
you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, 
he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who 
believe in you. 
  
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have 
gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, 
unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, 
Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Words of Institution (spoken by pastor) 

 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Distribution 

 
Distribution Hymn 

 
Your Body, Given for Me, O Savior CW 671 
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Text: Friedrich C. Heyder, 1677–1754, abr.; (sts. 1, Ref, 2–4): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Matthew Carver, b. 1977, 
alt. 
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, Hamburg, 1690, alt 
Text (sts. 1, Ref, 2–4): © 1941 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 5): © 2012 Matthew Carver. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 
736275 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We 
pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for 
one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
He Will Hold Me Fast CW 813 
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Text (sts. 1–2): Matt Merker, b. 1984, alt.; (sts. 1, Ref, 2): Ada Habershon, 1861–1918; (st. 3): Matt Merker, b. 1984 
Tune: Matt Merker, b. 1984 
Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 
Text (sts. Ref, 3) and tune: © 2013 Getty Music Publishing and Matt Merker, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 736275 
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