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OPENING HYMN     With the Lord Begin Your Task  #478  
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C:   Amen. 
 
 
 
CONFESSION 
 
M:  Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our 
 sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C:  Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faith-
 less  worrying and selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of 
 choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
 you should cast me away from your presence forever.  Lord, I am 
 sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 
 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
M:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great 
 mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our 
 sins. As a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
 your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+)  and of the   
 Holy Spirit.  
 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 
  
M:   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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SONG OF PRAISE           This Is the Threefold Truth  #406 vs. 1,4,5 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  Dear Lord, protector of your Church, there are many enemies intent 
 on undermining the growth of your kingdom and destroying your 
 Church.  Use your power to show that you are in control of all things, 
 even the lives of those who stand against you.  Strengthen us to 
 confess your name before before others.  For you live and rule with 
 the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON                     Acts 27:27-44 (NIV) 

27 
On the fourteenth night we were still being driven across the Adriatic Sea, when 

about midnight the sailors sensed they were approaching land. 
28 

They took sound-
ings and found that the water was a hundred and twenty feet deep. A short time lat-
er they took soundings again and found it was ninety feet deep. 

29 
Fearing that we 

would be dashed against the rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern and 
prayed for daylight. 

30 
In an attempt to escape from the ship, the sailors let the life-

boat down into the sea, pretending they were going to lower some anchors from 
the bow. 

31 
Then Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men 

stay with the ship, you cannot be saved.” 
32 

So the soldiers cut the ropes that held 
the lifeboat and let it drift away. 

33 
Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. “For the last fourteen days,” he said, 

“you have been in constant suspense and have gone without food—you haven’t 
eaten anything. 

34 
Now I urge you to take some food. You need it to survive. Not 

one of you will lose a single hair from his head.” 
35 

After he said this, he took some 
bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and began to 
eat. 

36 
They were all encouraged and ate some food themselves. 

37 
Altogether there 

were 276 of us on board. 
38 

When they had eaten as much as they wanted, they 
lightened the ship by throwing the grain into the sea. 

39 
When daylight came, they did not recognize the land, but they saw a bay with a 

sandy beach, where they decided to run the ship aground if they could. 
40 

Cutting 
loose the anchors, they left them in the sea and at the same time untied the ropes 
that held the rudders. Then they hoisted the foresail to the wind and made for the 
beach. 

41 
But the ship struck a sandbar and ran aground. The bow stuck fast and 

would not move, and the stern was broken to pieces by the pounding of the surf. 

42 
The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners to prevent any of them from swimming 

away and escaping. 
43 

But the centurion wanted to spare Paul’s life and kept them 

from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump overboard 

first and get to land. 
44 

The rest were to get there on planks or on other pieces of 

the ship. In this way everyone reached land safely. 
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ANTHEM  Will Your Anchor Hold?  Congregation joins in  vss 4&5 
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29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I 
meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me be-
cause he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I 
came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” 

32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven 
as a dove and remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one 
who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the 
Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spir-
it.’ 34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” 

SECOND LESSON                      John 1:29-34 (NIV) 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                       Fight the Good Fight   #457 
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SERMON                            1 Samuel 17:55-58 (NIV) 
 

55 As Saul watched David going out to meet the Philistine, he said to Abner, 
commander of the army, “Abner, whose son is that young man?” 

Abner replied, “As surely as you live, Your Majesty, I don’t know.” 

56 The king said, “Find out whose son this young man is.” 

57 As soon as David returned from killing the Philistine, Abner took him and 
brought him before Saul, with David still holding the Philistine’s head. 

58 “Whose son are you, young man?” Saul asked him. 

David said, “I am the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.” 
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NICENE CREED 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the        
 Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
      glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THANK OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (spoken by pastor) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
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CLOSING PRAYER 

 

M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet 

 that you have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through 

 this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened 

 our love.  By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that 

 day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of 

 the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

 now and forever.   

 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN                 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing  #318 
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