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OPENING HYMN             On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build  #173 
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INVOCATION 
 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
 
People:  Amen. 
 
 
RESPONSIVE READING from Psalm 47 
 
Pastor:  Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.  
 
People:  For the Lord Most High is awesome, the great King over all 

the earth.  
 
Pastor:  God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sound-

ing of trumpets. Sing praises to God, sing praises;  sing praises 
to our King, sing praises.  

 
People:  For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of 

praise.  
 
 
CONFESSION 
 
Pastor:  Yet so often we have despised God’s Word.  We have failed to 

gladly hear and learn it. For this and all our sins, we bow before 
God and humbly ask his forgiveness. 

 
People:  Most merciful God, we have sinned against you and against 

our neighbor.  We have hurt others and acted without love 
with our thoughts, words, and deeds.  And, we have failed to 
do the loving things for others you command us to do.  
Though we deserve eternal punishment, we look to you for 
your mercy and forgiveness. Forgive our sin, O God, for   
Jesus' sake.  Amen. 
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ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor:  God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the 

 Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
 his name” (John 20:31). The Scriptures testify that Jesus lived a 
 perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all your sins, and 
 rose again to assure you of your salvation.  

 
  By the promise and command of Jesus Christ, your sins are for

 given in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the  
  Holy Spirit.  

 
People:  Amen. 
 

 

 
Pastor:  In the peace of forgiveness let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor:  Lord Jesus, your Father raised you on high, seated you at his 

 right  hand, and appointed you to be head over everything that 
 you might gather your elect from all nations into your gracious 
 kingdom. In grace and mercy you have miraculously preserved 
 your Word of truth among us.  Speak to us today through that 
 Word of truth and strengthen our faith in you. 

 
People:  Through your Word continue to rule powerfully in our hearts 

  and lives.  Use us to draw many more people closer to  

  you.  We pray in your name, Jesus.  Amen.  

SONG OF PRAISE     
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FRST LESSON               Ephesians 4:7-16 (NIV) 

 
7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This 
is why it says: 
 

“When he ascended on high, 
    he took many captives 
    and gave gifts to his people.” 

 
9 (What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the 
lower, earthly regions? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascend-
ed higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 So 
Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors 
and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ. 
 
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the 
waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the 
cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, 
speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the ma-
ture body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole 
body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and 
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 
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SECOND LESSON            Luke 24:44-53 (NIV) 
 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Every-
thing must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  
46He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise 
from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You 
are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father 
has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power 
from on high.” 

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his 
hands and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and 
was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to    
Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the tem-
ple, praising God. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN                            Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus #351 vs. 1-3 
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SERMON                 Acts 1:15-26 (NIV) 

 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering 
about a hundred and twenty) 16 and said, “Brothers and sisters, the Scrip-
ture had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit spoke long ago through    
David concerning Judas, who served as guide for those who arrested     
Jesus. 17 He was one of our number and shared in our ministry.” 

18 (With the payment he received for his wickedness, Judas bought a 
field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines 
spilled out. 19 Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that 
field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 

20 “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the Book of Psalms: 

 “‘May his place be deserted;  
     let there be no one to dwell in it,’ 

and, 

 “‘May another take his place of leadership.’ 

21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with 
us the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning from 
John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of 
these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 

23 So they nominated two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as 
Justus) and Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s 
heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen 25 to take over this ap-
ostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs.” 26 Then they cast 
lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

THANK OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (spoken by pastor) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.  
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CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to 

believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure 

hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and 

comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and       

forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C:  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN          Christ High-Ascended  #558 v.1-4 

License #736275


