FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Sharing the Message of Jesus
One Person at a Time

crownofgloryorlando.org

OPENING HYMN
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Beautiful Savior #369

INVOCATION
Pastor:

In the name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

People: Amen.

RESPONSIVE READING from Psalm 67
Pastor:

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face
shine on us— so that your ways may be known on earth, your
salvation among all nations.
People: May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise
you.
Pastor:

May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples
with equity and guide the nations of the earth.
People: May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise
you.

CONFESSION
Pastor:

Jesus said, “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world,
but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds
were evil.

People: Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed.” John
3:19-20
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Pastor:

Let us confess to God our sin, our evil, our darkness.

All:

Most merciful God, we confess that without you, we are in
the darkness of sin. Cleanse us from the filth of our sin.
Refresh us from the dryness and lifelessness of our spirits.
Thaw our frozen hearts, unable to love. Bend our inflexible
will and foolish pride to your will. Guide us who are so apt
to stray from your commands. Fill us, Holy Spirit. Forgive
us, Lord Jesus. Gift us, heavenly Father.

ABSOLUTION
Pastor:

Jesus promised: “For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”
John 3:16-17
Your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the (+)
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Pastor: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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SONG OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single
will. Make us love what you command and desire what you
promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts
may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.
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FIRST LESSON

1 John 3:18-24 (NIV)

18

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech
but with actions and in truth.
19

This is how we know that we belong to the truth and
how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our
hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than
our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if
our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence
before God 22 and receive from him anything we
ask, because we keep his commands and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in
the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one
another as he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps
God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this
is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the
Spirit he gave us.
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HYMN

They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love LAPPY, pg 298

Verses 1: Soloist
Verses 2-4: All

1.

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored.

Refrain
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;
Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.
2.

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand,
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand.
And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land.
Refrain

3.

We will work with each other, we will work side by side,
We will work with each other, we will work side by side,
We’ll respect people’s dignity and in love abide.
Refrain

4.

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come
And all praise to Christ Jesus, his only Son,
And all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one.
Refrain
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SECOND LESSON

John 15:1-8 (NIV)

1

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because
of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in
you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither
can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in
me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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HYMN

On Galilee’s High Mountain #557 vs. 1-4

License #736275-A
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SERMON

Acts 8:26-40 (NIV)

26

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the
desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started
out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in
charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the
Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his
way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the
prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”
30

Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the
prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.
31

“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited
Philip to come up and sit with him.
32

This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
33
In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth.”

34

The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking
about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very
passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.
36

As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the
eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being
baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and
the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away,
and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.
40
Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the
gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANK OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (spoken by pastor)

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING
M:

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to
believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure
hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and
comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C:

Amen.

M:

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:
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Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
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I Love to Tell the Story #562

