THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
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GATHERING RITE ON HOLY BAPTISM
God’s people long to gather together for strength from God and for mutual
encouragement. This alternate beginning for worship is intended for use
not only when there is a baptism but may be used on any occasion to remind God’s people of Baptism’s continuing blessings.
M:

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C:

(spoken) Amen.

M:

I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is
born of water and the Spirit.

C:

Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.
(John 3:5,6)

M:

Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us. (Psalm 51:5)

C:

But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
(1 Corinthians 6:11)
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M:

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins.

C:

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and
that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I
have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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M:

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy,
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to
present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or
any other blemish, but holy and blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). There
fore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy
Spirit.

C:

(spoken) Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep
us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and
make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
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FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 49:1-6 (NIV)

1

Listen to me, you islands;
hear this, you distant nations:
Before I was born the Lord called me;
from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.
2
He made my mouth like a sharpened sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me into a polished arrow
and concealed me in his quiver.
3
He said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.”
4
But I said, “I have labored in vain;
I have spent my strength for nothing at all.
Yet what is due me is in the Lord’s hand,
and my reward is with my God.”
5

And now the Lord says—
he who formed me in the womb to be his servant
to bring Jacob back to him
and gather Israel to himself,
for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord
and my God has been my strength—
6
he says:
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant
to restore the tribes of Jacob
and bring back those of Israel I have kept.
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”
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PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 2

Why do the nations conspire*
and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers
gather together against the LORD*
and against his Anointed One.
Refrain
The One enthroned in heaven laughs;*
the Lord scoffs at them.
Then he rebukes them in his anger
and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,*
“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”
I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:*
He said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have become your Father.”
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain
Refrain Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer. © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer (admin. Northwestern Publishing House). All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #736275-A
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SECOND LESSON

Acts 16:25-34 (NIV)

25

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God,
and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such
a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At
once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came
loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he
drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the
prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are
all here!”
29

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and
Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?”
31

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and
your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all
the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and
washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were
baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before
them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—
he and his whole household.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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HYMN OF THE DAY

To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord #89 vs. 1-5
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SERMON

Mark 1:4-11 (NIV)

4

And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside
and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they
were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and
wild honey. 7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more
powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down
and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”
9

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he
saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a
dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love;
with you I am well pleased.”
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THANK OFFERING
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (spoken by pastor)
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this
in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:

Amen.

DISTRIBUTION
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CLOSING PRAYER
M:

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet
that you have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through
this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened
our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that
day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of
the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C:

Amen.

BLESSING
M:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C:

Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
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Savior Again To Thy Dear Name #321

