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OPENING HYMN              The Advent of Our King  #1 vs. 1-4  
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M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the    
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 
serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and         
deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our 
sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to 
be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have 
mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from 
my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life 
and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt 
forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live 
according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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SONG OF PRAISE     

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M: Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and 
 save us from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and 
 reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 
C: Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON                           Genesis 6:1-8 (NIV) 
 
1When human beings began to increase in number on the earth and 

daughters were born to them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of 

humans were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose. 3 Then 

the Lord said, “My Spirit will not contend with humans forever, for they are 

mortal; their days will be a hundred and twenty years.” 

 
4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days—and also afterward—when 

the sons of God went to the daughters of humans and had children by 

them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown. 

 
5 The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become 

on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart 

was only evil all the time. 6 The Lord regretted that he had made human 

beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled. 7 So the Lord said, 

“I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I have created—and 

with them the animals, the birds and the creatures that move along the 

ground—for I regret that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the 

eyes of the Lord. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY                             Psalm 24 

License #736275-A 

The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,* 
the world, and all who live in it; 

for he founded it upon the seas* 
and established it upon the waters. 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?* 
Who may stand in his holy place? 

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,* 
he will receive blessing from God his Savior. 

Refrain 
 
Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

be lifted up, you ancient doors,* 
that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is this King of glory?* 
The LORD strong and mighty, 
the LORD mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O you gates; 
lift them up, you ancient doors,* 
that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is he, this King of glory?* 
The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory. 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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SECOND LESSON                       2 Peter 3:4-7 (NIV) 
 

 
4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he prom-

ised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes 

on as it has since the beginning of creation.” 5 But they 

deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the 

heavens came into being and the earth was formed out 

of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the world 

of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same 

word the present heavens and earth are reserved for 

fire, being kept for the day of judgment and destruction 

of the ungodly.  
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HYMN                 Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending  #29 vs 1,3,4  
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SERMON                     Mark 13:32-37 (NIV) 

 

 
32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even 

the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the        

Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know 

when that time will come. 34 It’s like a man going away: 

He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, 

each with their assigned task, and tells the one at the 

door to keep watch. 

 
35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know 

when the owner of the house will come back—whether 

in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster 

crows, or at dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let 

him find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to 

everyone: ‘Watch!’” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

THANK OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (spoken by pastor) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.  
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M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to 

believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure 

hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and 

comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and       

forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C:  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN          O Lord, How Shall I Meet You  #19 vs. 1,2,5  


