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OPENING HYMN     O Savior, Precious Savior  #368 vs. 1&3  (Soloist) 
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INVOCATION 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C:   Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION 
 
M:  Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our 
 sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 
 
C:  Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faith-
 less  worrying and selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of 
 choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
 you should cast me away from your presence forever.  Lord, I am 
  sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
M:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great 
 mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our 
 sins. As a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
 your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the   
 Holy Spirit.  
 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  
M:  Grant, O merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace that 
 they may be cleansed from all their sins and serve you with a quiet 
 mind; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 
 
C: Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON                          Isaiah 25:6-9 (NIV) 
 

6 On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare 

    a feast of rich food for all peoples, 

a banquet of aged wine— 

    the best of meats and the finest of wines. 
7 On this mountain he will destroy 

    the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 

the sheet that covers all nations; 
8     he will swallow up death forever. 

The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears 

    from all faces; 

he will remove his people’s disgrace 

    from all the earth. 

The Lord has spoken. 

 
9 In that day they will say, 

 

“Surely this is our God; 

    we trusted in him, and he saved us. 

This is the Lord, we trusted in him; 

    let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.” 
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PSALM OF THE DAY                             Psalm 23 

One License #736275-A 

The LORD is my shepherd,* 
I shall not be in want. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures;* 
he leads me beside quiet waters. 

He restores my soul;* 
he guides me in paths of righteousness 
for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,* 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

Refrain 
 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.* 

You anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and love will follow me 
all the days of my life,* 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 
Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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SECOND LESSON             Philippians 4:4-13 (NIV) 
 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentle-
ness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about           
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever 
is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if    
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 9 Whatever 
you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into 
practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 
 
10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for 
me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I 
am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be          
content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and  
I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content 
in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 
plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                   Today Your Mercy Calls Us #339 vs. 1-2 

               (Soloist) 
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SERMON                            Matthew 22:1-14 (NIV) 

 
1Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven 

is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his 

servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, 

but they refused to come. 

 
4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been 

invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have 

been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’ 
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his 

business. 6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed 

them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those    

murderers and burned their city. 

 
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I 

invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to 

the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets 

and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the 

good, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

 
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there 

who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, ‘How did you get in 

here without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless. 

 
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him 

outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.’ 

 
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-

tures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

      glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

THANK OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (spoken by pastor) 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this 

in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 

from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 

poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
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CLOSING PRAYER 

 

M:  We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet 

 that you have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through 

 this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened 

 our love.  By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that 

 day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of 

 the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

 now and forever.   

 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN                         Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me #389 


