
   

 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST              OCTOBER 18, 2020 
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OPENING HYMN     Father, We Praise You  #581 vs. 1&3 (Soloist) 
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INVOCATION 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C:   Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

 sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
 Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

 
C:   Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

 that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I 
 have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 
 deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 
 sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
 pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 
M:   God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

 only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called 
 servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
 name of the   Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M:  Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every evil 
 of body and soul. Make us ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever 
 pleases you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
 reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 
C:  Amen.  
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FIRST LESSON                      Isaiah 5:1-7 (NIV) 
 

1I will sing for the one I love 
    a song about his vineyard: 
My loved one had a vineyard 
    on a fertile hillside. 
2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones 
    and planted it with the choicest vines. 
He built a watchtower in it 
    and cut out a winepress as well. 
Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, 
    but it yielded only bad fruit. 
 

3 “Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, 
    judge between me and my vineyard. 
4 What more could have been done for my vineyard 
    than I have done for it? 
When I looked for good grapes, 
    why did it yield only bad? 
5 Now I will tell you 
    what I am going to do to my vineyard: 
I will take away its hedge, 
    and it will be destroyed; 
I will break down its wall, 
    and it will be trampled. 
6 I will make it a wasteland, 
    neither pruned nor cultivated, 
    and briers and thorns will grow there. 
I will command the clouds 
    not to rain on it.” 
 
7 The vineyard of the Lord Almighty 
    is the nation of Israel, 
and the people of Judah 
    are the vines he delighted in. 
And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; 
    for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY                           Psalm 118  

The LORD is my strength and my song;* 
he has become my salvation. 

The LORD’S right hand is lifted high;* 
the LORD’S right hand has done mighty things! 

I will not die but live,* 
and will proclaim what the LORD has done. 

Refrain 
 
I will give you thanks, for you answered me;* 

you have become my salvation. 
The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;* 

the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day the LORD has made;* 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 
Refrain Tune: Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission.  One License #736275-A 
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SECOND LESSON         2 Corinthians 6:1-13 (NIV) 

 
1As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For 
he says, 
 

“In the time of my favor I heard you, 
    and in the day of salvation I helped you.” 

 
I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.    
 
3 We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not 
be discredited. 4 Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in  
every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in 
beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and   
hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy    
Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the power of God; with 
weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8 through glory 
and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impos-
tors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, 
and yet not killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many 
rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 
 
11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts 
to you. 12 We are not withholding our affection from you, but you are with-
holding yours from us. 13 As a fair exchange—I speak as to my children—
open wide your hearts also. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 



7  

HYMN                 Chief of Sinners Though I Be  #385 vs. 1&2 (Soloist) 
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SERMON                           Matthew 21:33-43 (NIV) 

 
33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vine-
yard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtow-
er. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another 
place. 34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the 
tenants to collect his fruit. 
 
35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and 
stoned a third. 36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first 
time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last of all, he sent his 
son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 
 
38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the 
heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39 So they took him and 
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
 
40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those tenants?” 
 
41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he 
will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the 
crop at harvest time.” 
 
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
 

“‘The stone the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone; 
the Lord has done this, 
    and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

 
43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
THANK OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (spoken by pastor) 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
 
BLESSING 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 
C: Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN          O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild  #366 


