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OPENING HYMN   Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now #230 
              vs. 1&4 (Soloist) 
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INVOCATION 
 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C:   Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

 sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
 Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

 
C:   Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 

 that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I 
 have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I 
 deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 
 sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
 pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 
M:   God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

 only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called 
 servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
 name of the   Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M:  Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift of grace that we 
 come into your presence and offer true and faithful service. Grant that 
 our worship on earth may always be pleasing to you, and in the life to 
 come give us the fulfillment of what you have promised; through Jesus 
 Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 
C:  Amen.  
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FIRST LESSON                Ezekiel 33:7-11 (NIV) 
 

 7 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the   

people of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them 

warning from me. 8 When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked 

person, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak out to 

dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person will 

die for their sin, and I will hold you accountable for their 

blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked person to turn from 

their ways and they do not do so, they will die for their 

sin, though you yourself will be saved. 

 
10 “Son of man, say to the Israelites, ‘This is what you are 

saying: “Our offenses and sins weigh us down, and we 

are wasting away because of them. How then can we 

live?”’ 11 Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the 

Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and 

live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways!  Why will you die, 

people of Israel?’ 
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PSALM OF THE DAY                           Psalm 51a  

Have mercy on me, O God,* 

according to your unfailing love. 

Wash away all my iniquity,* 

and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my transgressions,* 

and my sin is always before me. 

   Refrain 

 

Against you, you only, have I sinned* 

and done what is evil in your sight. 

Surely I was sinful at birth,* 

sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

Hide your face from my sins,* 

and blot out all my iniquity. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,* 

and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 
 

Refrain Tune: Patricia Craig. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Psalm Tone: Paul Bunjes. © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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SECOND LESSON              Matthew 18:15-20 (NIV) 

 
15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the 

two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will 

not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be      

established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse 

to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, 

treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

 
18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

 
19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything 

they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where 

two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN        Christ, by Heavenly Hosts Adored  #617 vs. 1&3 (Soloist) 
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SERMON                      Romans 13:1-10 (NIV) 
 

1Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no        

authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist 

have been established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the 

authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so 

will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who 

do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of 

the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commend-

ed. 4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do 

wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are 

God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdo-

er. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because 

of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 

 
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, 

who give their full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe 

them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then 

respect; if honor, then honor. 

 
8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 

another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The command-

ments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall 

not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may 

be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as your-

self.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of 

the law. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
THANK OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (spoken by pastor) 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.  
 
 
BLESSING 
 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 
C: Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN                       We All Are One in Mission  #566  


