NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST AUGUST 2, 2020

Sunday, August 2, 9:30 ET
In Person and Live Stream Worship
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Waiting for the Harvest



OPENING HYMN Blessed Jesus, at Your Word #221 vs. 1&3 (soloist)
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(DBless-ed Je - sus, at  your Word We are gath - ered
2 All  our knowl - edge, sense, and sight Lie in deep - est

(3) Gra - cious Sav - ior, good and kind, Light from Light, from
4 Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost, Praise to you and
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all to hear you. Let our hearts and souls be  stirred
dark - ness shroud - ed Till  your Spir - it breaks our night
God pro-ceed - ing, O - pen now our heart and mind;
ad - o - ra - tionl Grant that we your Word may trust,
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Now to seek and love and fear you, By your teach-ings,
With the beams of truth un-cloud - ed. You a-lone to
Help us by your Spir - it’s plead - ing. Hear the cry your
Con - fi - dent of our sal - va - tion, While we here be -
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sweet and  ho - ly, Drawn from earth to love you sole - ly.
God can win us; You must work all good with - in us.
peo - ple rais-es; Hear and bless our prayers and prais - es.
low must wan-der, Till we sing your prais - es yon - der.

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-84, st. 1-3; Geistreiches Gesang-Biichlein, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth,
182778, st. 1-3, alt.; unknown, st. 4, alt.
Tune: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER (78 78 88) Johann R. Ahle, 1625-73, alt.



INVOCATION

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and
serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and
deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our
sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In
countless ways | have sinned against you and do not deserve to
be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, | pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me
from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life
and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your
guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to
live according to his will.

C: Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who
cannot do anything that is good without you, may by your help be
enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen.

FIRST LESSON Romans 8:26-27 (NIV)

*In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We
do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us through wordless groans. *” And he who
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the
will of God.



PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 18

Refrain
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The might-y Lord is with us; the God of Ja-cob is our for-tress.
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The LORD is my rock, my fortress and by deliverer;*
my God is my rock, in whom | take refuge.

He reached down from on high and took hold of me;*
he rescued me from my powerful enemy.

He brought me out into a spacious place;*
he rescued me because he delighted in me.

Refrain

You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning;*
my God turns my darkness into light.

You save the humble*
but bring low those whose eyes are haughty.

You give me your shield of victory,*
and your right hand sustains me.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain



SECOND LESSON Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (NIV)

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man
who sowed good seed in his field. ° But while everyone was sleeping, his
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. ° When
the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.

*"“The owner's servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good

seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’

2«An enemy did this,” he replied.

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’

2“No, he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may

uproot the wheat with them. *° Let both grow together until the harvest. At
that time | will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in
bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.”™

*Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to
him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”

*"He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of

Man. * The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of
the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, ** and the enemy
who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the har-
vesters are angels.

“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end

of the age. *' The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed
out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They
will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. ** Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the king-
dom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.

CHILDREN’'S MESSAGE



HYMN Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness vs. 1 & 3 (soloist)
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MJe - sus, your blood and right - eous - ness My  beau - ty

2 Bold shall I stand in that great day— Who <can a
Lord, I be - lieve your pre - cious blood, Which at the

4 Lord, I be - lieve were sin - ners more  Than sands up -

5 When from the dust of death I rise To claim my
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are, my  glo - rious dress; Mid flam - ing worlds, in
word a - gainst me  say? Ful - ly through you ab -
ver - y throne of God For - ev - er will  for
on the o - cean shore, You have for all a
man - sion in the skies, E’en then this shall be
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these ar - rayed, With joy shall 1 lift  up my head.
solved I am From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.
sin - ners plead, For me—e’en for my soul— was shed.
ran - som paid, For all a full a - tone - ment made.
all my plea: Je - sus has lived and died for me.

6 Jesus, be worshiped endlessly!
Your boundless mercy has for me,
For me and all your hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.

Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-60, abr.; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703-91, alt.
Tune: ST. CRISPIN (LM) George J. Elvey, 1816-93.



SERMON Joel 3:12-16 (NIV)
124_et the nations be roused:
let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat,
for there | will sit
to judge all the nations on every side.
'3 Swing the sickle,
for the harvest is ripe.
Come, trample the grapes,
for the winepress is full
and the vats overflow—
so great is their wickedness!”

'* Multitudes, multitudes
in the valley of decision!
For the day of the LORD is near
in the valley of decision.
> The sun and moon will be darkened,
and the stars no longer shine.
'® The Lorb will roar from Zion
and thunder from Jerusalem;
the earth and the heavens will tremble.
But the LORD will be a refuge for his people,
a stronghold for the people of Israel.



APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANK OFFERING
PRAYEROF THECHURCH( spoken by pastor)

LORD’'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.



BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN May the Grace of Christ Our Savior #326
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I May the grace of Christ our Sav - ior And the
2 So may  we a - bide in un - ion  With each
3 Now with all the saints in  heav - en Thanks and
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Fa - ther’s bound -less love With the Ho - ly Spir - it’s
oth - er and the Lord, Gath - ered here in blest com -
praise to you we sing, Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly
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fa - vor  Rest up - on us from a - bove.
mun - ion By the pow - er of his  Word.
Spir - it Three in One, our tri - une King.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, st. 1-2, alt.; Carroll T. Andrews, b. 1918, st. 3, alt.
St. 3 © 1971 by GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Tune: STUTTGART (87 87) Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716, alt.
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