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OPENING HYMN             Rock of Ages vs. 1&3 (soloist) 

Verse 1 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,  

Let me hide myself in thee; 

Let the water and the blood  

From thy riven side which flowed 

Be of sin the double cure:  

Cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 

 

Verse 3 

Nothing in my hand I bring,  

Simply to thy cross I cling; 

Naked, come to thee for dress,  

Helpless, look to thee for grace. 

Foul, I to the fountain fly --  

Wash me, Savior, or I die! 

INVOCATION 

 

M:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the    

 fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 



3  

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 

 serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and         

 deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our 

 sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 

 countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to 

 be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 

 Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

 from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life 

 and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your 

 guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to 

 live according to his will. 

 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

M: Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and 

 renewing all creation by your eternal Spirit, and manifesting your     

 saving grace through our Lord Jesus Christ: in mercy cleanse our 

 hearts and lips that, free from doubt and fear, we may ever worship 

 you, one true immortal God, with your Son and the Holy Spirit.  

 

C: Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON                       Genesis 1:1-2:3  (NIV) 
 
1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth 

was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, 
and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

 
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the 

light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the first day. 

 
6 And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water 

from water.” 7 So God made the vault and separated the water under 
the vault from the water above it. And it was so. 8 God called the vault 
“sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day. 

 
9 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and 

let dry ground appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground 
“land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it 
was good. 

 
11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants 
and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their 
various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced vegetation: plants 
bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed 
in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there 
was evening, and there was morning—the third day. 
 

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the 
day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred 
times, and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the vault of the 
sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great 
lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to       
govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the vault of 
the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and 
to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And 
there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day. 

 
20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the vault of the sky.” 21 So God created the great 
creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water teems 
and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged  
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 bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed 
them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in 
the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 23 And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. 

 
24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their 

kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the 
wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God made 
the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their 
kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to 
their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 

 
26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our like-
ness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the crea-
tures that move along the ground.” 
 

27 So God created mankind in his own image, 
     in the image of God he created them; 
     male and female he created them. 
 

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in num
 ber; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the 
 birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the 
 ground.” 
 
29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the 
 whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be 
 yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in 
 the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything 
 that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it 
 was so. 
 
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was 
 evening, and there was morning—the sixth day. 
 
2 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 
 
2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on 

the seventh day he rested from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the 
seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work 
of creating that he had done. 
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SECOND LESSON              Matthew 28:16-20 (NIV) 
 

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus 

had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 

doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SONG   How Deep The Father’s Love  vs. 1&3 (soloist) 

 

Verse 1 

How deep the Father’s love for us, 

How vast beyond all measure, 

That He should give His only Son 

To make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss – 

The Father turns His face away, 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One 

Bring many sons to glory. 

 

Verse 3 

I will not boast in anything, 

No gifts, no power, no wisdom; 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 

His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from His reward? 

I cannot give an answer; 

But this I know with all my heart – 

His wounds have paid my ransom. 
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SERMON                     2 Corinthians 13:11-14 (NIV) 

 
11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage 

one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and 

peace will be with you. 

 
12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All God’s people here send their 

greetings. 

 
14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the   

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THANK OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (spoken by pastor) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN      Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow  #334 


