
   

 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT            MARCH 22, 2020 
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OPENING HYMN           #225  This Is The Day The Lord Has Made 
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M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the    
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 
serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and         
deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our 
sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to 
be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have 
mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from 
my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life 
and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt 
forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live 
according to his will. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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SONG OF PRAISE     
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished for our evil 

 deeds. But we ask you graciously to cleanse us from all sin and to 

 comfort us with your salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

 and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON                          Isaiah 61:1-3 (NIV) 

 

1 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 

     because the Lord has anointed me 

     to proclaim good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

     to proclaim freedom for the captives 

     and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
2  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 

     and the day of vengeance of our God, 

 to comfort all who mourn, 
3   and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 

 to bestow on them a crown of beauty 

     instead of ashes, 

 the oil of joy 

     instead of mourning, 

 and a garment of praise 

     instead of a spirit of despair. 

 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

     a planting of the Lord 

     for the display of his splendor.  
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PSALM OF THE DAY                        Psalm 42-43 

As the deer pants for streams of water,* 

so my soul pants for you, O God. 

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.* 

Where can I go and meet with God? 

Why are you downcast, O my soul?* 

Why so disturbed within me? 

Put your hope in God,* 

for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God. 

Refrain 

Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me;* 

let them bring me to the place where you dwell. 

Then will I go to the altar of God, my joy and my delight.* 

I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON              Ephesians 1:3-10 (NIV) 

 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in 
Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy 
and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to son-
ship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to 
the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he 
loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. 
With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of 
his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to 
be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all 
things in heaven and on earth under Christ.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY             #391, vs. 1-4  

God Loved The World So That He Gave  
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SERMON                               John 3:1-16  (NIV) 

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member 
of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no 
one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
unless they are born again.” 

4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. 
“Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be 
born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to 
flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my 
saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. 
You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is 
going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these 
things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to 
what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I 
have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will 
you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as 
Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lift-
ed up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that who-
ever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

THANK OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (spoken by pastor) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
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HYMN                                           #415  Be Still My Soul 
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M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to 

believe and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure 

hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and 

comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN                                        #745  May The Peace 
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